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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
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City Hall
625 S. College Ave
College Place, WA 99324
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We’re on the web!
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Me:

NEW Phone Numbers:
Utilities/Finance—394-8509
HR/Administration—394-8508
Accounts Payable—394-8510
Building—394-8522
Fire Department—394-8600
Fire Chief—394-8605
Public Works—394-8526
Planning—394-8524
City Engineer—394-8525
City Shop—394-8653
Police —394-8550
Dispatch—527-1960

What else have you learned by working for the City?

Erica: I have gained a lot of insight into how complex it is to run a small city. Since I grew up here, I
know it is easy to just sit back and be annoyed at things you think need to get fixed, but what I have
learned is how many things have to go together to keep and get things updated. I realize people already know this, but I have learned how important it is to be patient.
Me:

So do you think you would like to be a City Engineer when you are through with your educa-

tion?
Erica: I may, but I am also considering going on to graduate school in architecture – I will be taking
some extra coursework in that subject at the University of Washington after I graduate to see if it is
something I would like to pursue.
Me:

I know your father is an engineer, is that why you chose that major?

Erica: In part, but I also had some experience in high school with the WWU chapter of Engineers
Without Borders. Also, in one of my classes we took a trip to the Wapato Reservation where we
were asked to build a wheelchair access ramp. Three of the four of us pre-college students became
engineering majors after that trip – it was great to use our skills to help people.
Me:

Thank you Erica, for taking time to talk with me about your work. We are grateful.

Robert Gordon, our city engineer, adds that Erica has been “wonderfully thorough and conscientious
in her job,” and added that her work “will dramatically help in planning for infrastructure improvements and preparing grant applications.”

