
 

1. How is the Stormwater Monthly Utility Bill Calculated? 

All following information is online at http://www.cpwa.us/ in Section 13.15 - College Place Municipal Code 

The stormwater utility fee is charged depending on two factors: 

(a) Land type, configuration, and use of the parcel 
(b) Amount of impervious surface on the parcel 

 

 

A statistical study was conducted on the Single Family Residence (SFR) parcels in the City of College Place. This 
study determined the amount of impervious area for the average SFR within City limits was approximately 3500 
square feet (SF). This average 3500 SF impervious area number is the basis for assigning Equivalent Service Units 
(ESUs) to non-single family residential parcels (all other developed parcels). See Equation (1) below: 

 

1.0 ESU = 3500.0 SF of Impervious Area       Equation (1) 

 

The number of ESUs for any developed non-SFR parcel is calculated by dividing the parcel’s impervious area by 
the statistical average for SFR parcels. See Table 1 below for ESUs summary. 

 

Table 1 – Assignment of ESUs to Parcel Type 

Parcel Type: Land Type, Configuration, and Use Impervious Area, SF Number of ESUs 

Undeveloped 0 0 

Single Family Residential (SFR) 3500 1 

All Other Development (Non-SFR) Calculated or Measured 
𝐼𝑚𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑣𝑖𝑜𝑢𝑠 𝐴𝑟𝑒𝑎, 𝑆𝐹

3500 𝑆𝐹
 

 

Once the number of ESUs are known, the monthly stormwater utility charge is calculated based on the rates set 
forth in Resolution 18-032; visit City of College Place website (http://www.cpwa.us/) – Government/Municipal 
Code/Resolutions.  See Table 2 below for charges summary. 

 

Table 2 – Assignment of Storm and Surface Water Charges 

Parcel Type – Land Use & Configuration Monthly Stormwater Utility Charge, $ 

Undeveloped $0.00 

Single Family Residential (SFR) $9.19 

All Other Development (Non-SFR) $9.19 x ESUs 

Impervious Surface 

Surface which either prevents or retards the entry of water into the ground as compared to the existing 

natural conditions prior to development. Including but not limited to: 

Compacted gravel, streets, pavement, concrete, stone, brick, roofs, decks, patios, and driveways. 
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2. Why Am I Paying a Stormwater Utility Fee? 

The Washington State Department of Ecology notified the City of College Place on October 25, 2017 that 
coverage under the Clean Water Act’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) is required and 
the City will have to apply for a municipal water quality permit. The stormwater utility fee was created by the 
City to pay for costs associated with implementing and maintaining the new, required stormwater program. This 
program will regulate discharges of stormwater runoff to surface and ground waters to protect water quality 
within City limits. 
 
The idea for the fee is not reliant on keeping 100% of all stormwater contained on lots that originated the 
runoff; the fee is dedicated to water quality improvement and maintenance of stormwater infrastructure across 
the whole City. Through this utility, the City and the residents will work together to improve and protect both 
the public health and the environment in our community. 
 

3. Who Has to Pay the Stormwater Utility Fee? 

Every developed parcel within City limits is charged a stormwater utility fee. Undeveloped parcels and parcels 
with no impervious surfaces will not be charged a fee. Fees may be reduced with an approved credit. 
 
Rate adjustments and appeals are carried out by filing a “request for service charge adjustment”; the conditions 
for such applications can be found online at http://www.cpwa.us/ in Section 13.15.090 of the College Place 
Municipal Code. 
 

4. How Do Stormwater Utility Credits Work? 
 
A. The City utilizes a professional civil engineer’s certificate to determine whether on-site facilities provide 

stormwater management via detention, retention, water quality treatment, and/or conveyance. Only 
properties with a professional civil engineer’s certification will be considered for a credit. 
 

B. Submit an application for a stormwater utility credit, which can be found online at http://www.cpwa.us/ 
located under Departments/Public Works/Stormwater Utility. Stormwater utility fee credit applications 
that meet all the requirements will be approved for a credit by the Public Works Director. 
 

C. Residential yards are NOT considered a mitigation facility 
 

D. The following information is required by the Public Works Director to determine eligibility for credits: 
 
1. Professional civil engineer stormwater certification 
2. Approved drainage site plan 
3. Signature of person responsible for the accuracy of the credit application material 
4. Other information may be required by the Public Works Director 

 

 
 

Stormwater Utility 
City of College Place 

625 S College Avenue 
College Place, WA 99324 

(509) 394-8527 
http://www.cpwa.us/ 

 

http://www.cpwa.us/
http://www.cpwa.us/

